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| TheEpiſtle Dedicator » £4 


To the Right Worſhipful Fohn 
M anj, cr, Eſq: May or of the City 
of Norwich. pm ND 


SIR \ © 
"7 Her 7 what 55 roy ſent Abroad) was Preached 
f . befere you: Tre hearty Zeal which gou ſhewed 
to theſe Truths. then Delivered;  (Fhouph ſome 
of them , ſuth as are mt very pleaſing to 
Fleſh and Blood) makes me really Believe, you ſavour the 
Things of God; ana Prefer them, before whatſoever elſe 
may Concern you, is this World: This hearty Zeal, 
which you th:n Teſtified by your chearful Attention, at 
the time of | the Delivery of them, and your kind Appro- 
bation of them afterwards , with your earneſt Requeſt to 
me, (though a weer Vtranger to you ) that th:y might 
be made Publick, is, and, ever will br, a publick Teſtt- . 
m0ny of your unqueſtionable Loyalty. Your Wiſdoms Judg- 
ing the Publication thereof, might be Beneficial not only to 
your City, in particular, but to the whole Nation, in Ge- 
arg. for that end, deſiring the Publication of 


ue rat, 


_ them. 


In Obedience therefore to your Deſires ( as you were 
pleaſed to Entitle them ) which were to me Commanas, 
as I ſhall ever look upon them, that I may ſhew by my 
ow/hh' Practice , how Real I was , in what 1 delivered, 
concerning the neceſſity of Obedience, to the lawful 
Comman4s of our Sapertiours, ( contrary t» my own ln- 


clinations, if ever Appearing to the publick Eye of the 
Aa World) 


{eee ee = — 


World) I have nevertheleſs herein readily Obeyed you : 


Heartily wiſhing , that your Hopes of its being Advan- 


fagions, to the publick Peace and Duict of this Nation, 


may have their deſired Effect. To wit, 

That Chriſtianity, aud Loyalty, God's Right, and 
Czſars due, (which Heaven it ſelf hath joyned toge- 
ther) may never, by any one, who pretends himſelf 4 
true Son of the Church of England, that is, a Profeſ: 
ſor and an Abettor of the Ancient, Catholick, Apoſtolick 
 Doltrine and Prattice, which were in theſe Particulars, 
very Eminent in the Primitive Chriſtians ;, I ſay, that 
ſuch may never ( under what " =o" retences ſoever ) 
go about to part theſe two aſunder. This, as it was the 
Intent of me, when I firſt Penned and Preached this Diſ- 
courſe, Sois, and ever ſhall beprayed for, 


By, 
Your Worſhips Humbly Devoted 


28, 1676. in all Holy Endeayours. 


Fohn (leaver. 
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TrTus 3. part of the firſt Verſe, 


Pat them in mind to be $ ubjeR to Principalities and Pow- 


ers, to Obey Magiſtrates, 
manifold extraordinary Miſeries and Miſchicfs, to 
which this finful Hand hath of late years been fab- 
| je: How many blind Seds and Schifms, to the Ter- 
ror of our ſelves, and Amazement of Forreign Nations , hath 
ſprung up amongſt us z What Rendings and Diviſions both in 
Church and State, what an huge heap of Calamities befallen us 
through Innate Diſcords : When with a ſad Heart I had ponder- | 
ed on theſe things, it put me upon a ſober Inquiry into the Spring 
and Original of theſe Evilsz where I found upen mature delibe- 
ration, that though many might be Afigned, yet this appear'd to 
me, as one chief Cauſe or Ground that Selfiſhneſs and Pride of 
Heart, which generally reigns in Men, (I wiſh I had not Reaſon 
to ſay in the Men of England eſpecially ) whereby all Subje&ion, 
though to never ſo Lawful Authority, becomes Burdenfome, and 
iscry'd out upon as Intolerable. Hence thoſe ordinary Clamouts, 
Noiſes, and Janglings, with which this Hand daily rings 'a free- 
dom from Government and Governours, ( which is the true Eng- 
liſh of a Toleration ) Liberty of the Subje& pretended, Enfla- 
ving of Church and State intended 3 Care for tender Conſcicnces 
premiſed, ene induQion of Errors, Schiſms, Hereſics, Uproars, 
Confuſion, and Defolation deviſed 3 which occafioned that Spetch. 
of the Learned' and: Meek Mr. Hooker, long fince'; Give me the 
Hearts of all Men bumbled, and there is nought which cau difturh, 
the Tranquility, Peace, and Happineſs of the mbole World. 
'Tis Pride of Heart, a corrupt licentioufneſsof Spirit, a deſiring 
to be like Geds our ſelves, to be Subje& to no Law, no Rule, 'no 
Government, to be at our own Diſpoſe, our own Liking,” which 
ſets Men on to oppoſe either Church or State: This made Man 


Hen I had ſeriouſly conſidered with-my (elf, of thoſe 


at firſt fall out with his own Happinefs, and to this day is the 


Source of the greateſt Evils which Mankind labours under. 
When Pride hath gotten the Heart, to fet up it (elf and its own 
way for a Rule, neither Law of God or Man'can fo over-rule it, 


/ FO 


The, Subjects Duty. 


but that it Equivocates with the one, and Deſpiſeth the other. 
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much manifeſted amongſt us, w 
Chriſtians, living under Chriſtian Governours, ſhall Quarrel with, 
and cry out againlt the Chicfs of Church and State, negle& cheir 
Commands, light their lajuy@ions, oppoſe their Laws, diſpute 
their Precepts, and inſtead ofeady Subjecion. to, call 'in, Que- 
Rin whatſoever is Authorized by them 3 as 1 we lived not Oe 

a Chriſtian Prince, but under ſome Heathen, or Atheiſt ; Nay, 
it muſt argue ſomewhat worſe, for the Primitive Chriſtians ever 


The fad experience of theſe thin ng hath of late years been too 


held:themſelves bound in Conſcience, to obey their Lawtuh though” 


Heatheniſh,. or Atheiltical;Superiours, ._ - 
Strange thezefore 'is. the Ignorange; ( ( ſhall; I fay) or - nid. 
dence of, thoſe Perſons; who, haye not been: aſhamed; lately to Pub- 
liſh to the :World, that SubjeQion and Obedicnce to Sovercign 
20S as God's Vicegerents, as his Dcputies, as his Anointed, 
is foxſooth'a Noyel Dodrine 3 whewn' it is clear from this and many 
other. places of Scripture, that: it is no other Dodrine,;; than what: 
wastaught by. the, Apoſtles S\them{clycs 5-- nay, ;which was; not only 
the- 'canliant, HDorine of. the Primitive Chriftians, . and Martyrs, 
but; in thoſe Days, the-Glory of; the Chriſtian Church, / and-that- 
whereby in; a; ſpecial -manner' Chriſtianity it felt, at. firlt gained 
groung upon; a Heathen World's to wit, by the ready: Subjcction 
" | Obedience of the Profeſſors of, it, tothe lawfyl Commands 
the ſeyazal Feivees under whom, they livcd, ' .Yct.chis very Do-: 
Tp by + ett ofy may! he Oxediced, mull be; 200861 UPON, 
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The Silbiects. arty, 


concern no one” Eſtate: more than *another,; but-all' Chriffiaiis-of 
what Eſtate:or Condirion-ſoever they be. "Obef the chief of theſe, 
is thatin my Text: Titus muſtiuſifaft alfChriftians under him; th 
their Duties towards Magiſtrates,” Tſhall not be'curious in divi- 
ding the words, two things are conſiderable in them. - + 

I. The manner of a0 rem, the Counſel, 'or giving the 


Command;- Put them in mind. 
IT. The ſubfance of the Command eſelf; To be -ſabje to Prin 


- cipalities and Powers, #0 Obey Magiſtrates. 


Firſt, *'The manner, P#t them ia mind : That is, let it be thy frs- 
quent and ſpecial care, to put all Chriſtians under thee in mind, 
to yield all honeſt Obedience to the Rings and Governours ander 
whom-they live. © The Apoſtle faith not, Spezk;*or Teach this, or 
Exhort-them to this.3 which Terms he had often uſed in this Epi- 
ſile before : But, Put them in mind” "Yroptpyo rs «uT8$, In me- 
moriam reduc audientibus 3 Bring it again to their remembrance, 


'as Grotius well expounds it. The word in the Original, - properly 


fignifieth, to recal a thing paſt to mind, A thing, I ſay, though 
formerly well enough underliood, yet for the preſent forzotterr, 
or at- leaſt not duly confidered. Thus we: find 'the: word uſcd, 
Luke 22. 61. Peter remembred the word of the Lord. Tits is here 
enjoyned two things, 

x. Tocall back into their- minds, an old DoQrine; not what 
they had newly learned fince their becoming Chriſtians; but what 
Nature and Reaſon had taught them long before,to wit, -To be ſub- 
Jett to  Prineipalities and Powerr;a truth that they had then ho necel[- 
ſity of being Taught any turther, than to'let thera underſtand that 
Chriſtianity. had not taken off:thoſe Obligations From Believers 3 
Subjecion. and Obedience to Sovercign-Authortty, being no ſmall 
part of the Chriſtians Duty.3 a Debt ſo juſt, and ſqpvell in thoſe 
days known to be ſo, that the Apoſtle with Reaſo oleth, 
none could be 1gnoxanc of ;/ only becauſe Men generally ate-not 
fo forward'to perform known-Duties as they ſhould be; he ſaw,ic 
needful they ſhould be: ſometimes upon all juſt occaſions Admo- 
niſhed-and Reminded thereof by their Teachers- | 

2. Titzs is here commanded, to Inculcate,: or beat- often upon 
this Point, and that for weighty Reaſons 

Firſt, :Becauſe Men generally arc ambitious of Liberty, unwit- - 
ling, if Lufi,, or-Pride of Heart be liſtned'to, to be ſubje@ to'any © 
Yoke, whether of: God or Man ; ever:ready tothink one Man as 
good as another, and with Corahto ſuggeſt, that! every = ſer and . 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Becauſe the diſperſed Fews ( of whom there was no 


ſmall number at that time in Crete ) ſtood very much upon Tem- 


poral Priviledges 3 as upon Abrabom, the Temple, the Law, ec. 


And ever loth they were to fioop to the Authority of the Gentiles. 


Thirdly, Becauſe the Chriſtians at that time, both of Fews and 
Gentiles, flood as much upon Spiritual Priviledges, not thinking 
it ſufficient to be ſet free from the thraldom of Satan, and bondage 


- of Sin, -and+ſo. to be made Spiritual Kings unto God and the 


Lamb unleſs by a boundleſs ( Chriſtian )) Liberty, as they ſup- 
poſed, they might be at their own bands to do as they lifted, 
Theſe may be ſome of thoſe. Reaſons, wherefore St, Paw enjoyn- 


ed Titus, to remind the Chriſtians under his charge, of their Sub- 


jeaion and Obedience to Principalities and Powers, So much of 
the firſt Point, the manner of propounding the Counſel, or giving 
the Command 3 Put them in mind. 

Secondly, The ſubſtance of the Precept it (elf : In relation to 
which, I ſhall ſpeak, | 

Firſt, Of the Duties required , which are two: Subjecion, 
Obedience. e | | 

Secondly, Of the Perſons, to whom they are due, from whom 
they are due. | 

Firſt, Of the Duties, Subje&Gion and Obedience. The difference 
between theſe two, I take to be this : 

I» That by SubjeRion, is meant, Honour, Reverence, and 
Reſpe&, to the Perſons whom-God hath ſet in Authority over us. 
Put them in mind to be Subjet; that is, make them toknow and 
to acknowledg their own Station; that they arc below, the Ma- 
giſtrate by God placed aboye them; and therefore that: they ne-_ 
ver go about to uſurp either that Power or Honour, which be- 
longs not to them ; But contrariwile, pay to the Supreme Power, 
that due Honour, Reverence and Reſpect, which by the Laws of 
God and Nature, are required from Inferiours to Superiours. 

2+ By Obedience, I take to be meant, a free voluntary readineſs 
of Mind to yield to, and co Execute whatſoever lawful Command 
of a Superiour.. This may be conſidered as a Conſequence, or an 
Effet of the former. . For where there is a Conſcience of: Subje- 
ion, there will be Chearſulneſs in Obedience. This Daty is 
well expreſſed by * Mr. Calvin, thus, That with ready and willing 
Minds, Subjets diſcharge the. Duties of Obſervance and Obedience 
tcwards their Soveraigns 3 whether it be in Obeying their Edifts, or 
in peying Tribute, or in undergoing Publick,Offices, aud Employs 1 
or in whatever elſe ſhall be commanded tbem by tbe Authority, Thus 
far ev.n Mr, Calvin himſelf goes ; But I ſhall rather chuſe to _ 

. clude 
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clude this, with that general Rule of, Obedience, which is recom- . 
mended t0'us, by ® Gregory Naianegs, in aheſe words? Thy h * Org. ax. 
one of our Laws, and of thoſe Laudable ones, muſt exctllently Ordain 2:0" 17. <e | 
ed by the Spirit of God, ( who. knew beſt howto temper His Law with bereaifh _ 
the mixture of what was Poſſible to us,aud; Honeſt in it ſelf). Thatas _ | 
Seryants ſhould be Obedicnt to their 'Maſters, and Wives to their 
Husbands;' and the Churth'to.our Lord, and Dilciples to their Pa- 
ſtors 3- {0 ſhouſd We allo. be ' Obedient tall Higher Powers; not 
only for fear of Puniſhment, bar alfo'for Conſcience ſake; © 
Secondly, The ſecond conliderable in the ſubſtance of the Pre- 
CCPpr, IS, 6 oth | EH j 2 
I- The Perfons, to whom theſe Duties belong, namely to all 
. Magiftraces, which arc here diftr:buted into two ranks, Princi 4. 
lities, - Powers. , By the'formef,, we underſtand ſuch who have Pri-' 
mary, and Plenary Power under | God,” and by this their proper 
Power and Authority, have an abfolute Command within their 
ſeveral Dominions3 ſuch are ('eſars, Kings, and-Chief Governours 
in Free; States : The latter ſignifieth ſach as exerciſe Delegated Au- 
thotity, that is,* Hold from thoſe Higher Powers ; and ſuch are' all. 
Inferiour Officers, 'whether in Church 'or. Statez who have*'no' 
Authority to A& in any. publick Buſineſs, but what they receive 
from the Supreme Magiſtrate. © SARS 2s 1 7 
"Thus we find Governours ranked into, Kings, and thoſe that are 
in Authority under them, .1 Tim, 2.2. And into Kings, and thoſe _ 
that are ſent of them, 1 Per. 2, 14. We. may indeed, every 
where obferve, -where the Scriptiie enjtyns Suhje&tori, thar this 
Subje&ion implys in it, 4 ſubordination oy orderly Sabje&ion, 'to: 
every:one in his proper Rank and Degree. This was the Centuri- 
ons acknowledgment in the Goſpel, chat he was a Man ſet under* 
Authority, yer ſo as he had Souldiers alſo under him, who were as 
Obedient to his Commands, as he was'to the InjunQjons of his Su- 
periours : I ſay unto one gog. aud be goeth, &c. *,ASOthi ſpeaketh'* Tac. 11/6: 
in'Tacitus, The Authority of Generals, and the Rigour of 'Military 15. I, 
Diſcipline, i of that Nature, that many things muſt be ſimply enjoyn> 
ed by the (ollonels and Captains, and if when Commands are given 
out, it begallppeed the Common Souldiers, \to diſpute and queſtion then, 
Obedicnte ha mY, Goyernment'it (elf niuſt fall to the,Ground : 
Neirher doth this only h-1d in the Camp,” but,in the'Charch, and 
mt the” State., This kind of 'Subordination tut” nectMarily ' be” 
obſerved: } 4 | F 1 AF HSI <9: FS 93/2 TIL TSS 14:9 
2. The Perſons, from. whom theſe Dugs are to be paid. This 
1s ſoon decided : The Perfons ſolvant,, are.all Chriſtians in general, 
without any ccxceptioh; bur' of 'the Supreme Magiſtrate himſelf; 
6d 7 | OY Clergy 
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St. Paul cnj 


| 2nder nnto Ceſar,the things that are: C.e- 
ſars, as unto God the things that. are Gods. - Of which, thus St. 
Angiſtine, * when they came to the Cauſe of Chriſt, they. would 
acknowl:dg no Lord but Him that is in Heaven, when he would 
bave them to worſhip Idols,. and-to offer Incenfe, they preferred 
God before him : But when he ſaid, go forth to Fight, Invade 
ſuch a Nation, they preſently obeyed. They diſtinguiſhed their 
Ever Lord, from their Temporal, and yet were. ſubje& to their 


& % 


emporal Lord, for his ſake that was their Lord Eternal. The 
Reaſons for this Obſervation may be theſe; +-- _ = 
Without Order, there.is no living in a Publick Society, becauſe 
(eaſe Te the want thereof, is the Mother 'of Confuſion ; whereupon Divi- 
Np ſion of necellity follgweth, and out of diviſion, Deſtruttion. The 
Apolile therelore giving inſtructions to Publick Societies, requireth 
that all thihgs be Orderly done : Now Order can have no place in 
things, except it be ſettled amongſt the Perſons, that ſhall by Of- 
fice be converſant. about them and if things and Perſons be Or- 


Order is 2 gradual Diſpoſition 3 the whole World conſiſting of 
parts ſo many,(o different, is by this only thing upheld. He which 
eth and requireth. for ever this to be kept as a Law, that where- 
= ſoever there is a Coaugmentation of many, the Loweſt be knit to 
the Higheſt, by that which being Interjacent, may cauſe each to 
cleave to other, and fo all to become one. Se 
- 2. The Kingdam of Chriſt is not of this World, his. Authority 
divideth not civil Inheritances, his Scepter {wolloweth not-up ( as: 
did Aarons Rod the others ) the Scepter of worldly Monarchs 3 - 


| Non eripit Terreſtria, 
Qui Regna dat Caleſtice 


OLA 


dered, this doth imply that they are diſtinguiſhed by Degrees, for 


framed them, hath ſet them in Order. The very DeityJit (elf keep- 
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His Weapons are not Carnal,/the Keys, of, his. Kingdom, are. no 
Temporal Juriſdidtion. © Our Sayiour himſelf. lo 


ehis, in that ,good, Contflion which he. Witnelſed befora Pontius 
Pilate, when he plainly declared, : That bia Kingdom was not of this 
World. Whereupon St, Augaſtine* makes this loud Proclamation, 
Hear Jews and Gentiles, hear Circumciſion , bear Uncircumciſion, 
hear all Earthly Kingdoms, I binder not your Government in thuWorld, 
my Kingdom. is not. of this World. , 2 Wl eee Not 10) 
3. OneOrdinance of God doth not Aboliſh another ; the Laws 
of Chriſt in his Church, bring not in Lawleſnels into the Com- 
mqn-wealth 3 nor 1s God, the God of Order in the. firſt, and the 


. Author of Confuſion in the latter : For one Ordinance of: God to 


deliroy another, . would argue want. of Wiſdom in God the 'Ox- 
dainer : The very thought, whereof is Blaſphemous. ; The Oxders 


therefore of Chriſt in the Church, never were intended+to bring 


Confuſion to. Publick Societies :. Nay, an the contrary, for. the 
Churches ſake ( which. he loveth ) he keepeth Oder, and-,m4in- 
tains Government in Common- wealths, that his Church, whilſt 


| it isa gathering, in the 'World, might find ſafe Harbour therein 
that this Dove of Chriſt, might have a place where to ſet without 


danger, the ſole of her Foot : The Inference from the firk Obſer- 
vation may be this.: - Erall op 

If Chriſtian Religion confirms Civil. Authority ,. then the way 
to bring Men to be truly Subject, and Obedient to their Superiours, 
is to Plant the Goſpel amongitthem 3; to take care for the powerful 
Diſpenſing of it, ſo that it may prevail upon the Hearts-and Con- 
ſciences of the People, by bringing; them. t9.a through Conviction 


of the nececffity of Obedience, in relation to the Command. of 


God, Fer where there is not this through Conviction, rarely, if 
ever, are Subjedtion and Obedience truly paid. The World ha- 
ving for many Ages found, how vain. a thing Law. and Authority 


is, where there is no ſepſe of Religion, or any tic upon the Con- 


ſcience acknowledged. . Religion is, the greateſt Binder: to- Obedi- 
ence,without which all Policick Courſes fail, and.are found by-cx- 
perience to be too weak. There is no ſuch King: craft, as the wiſe 
Managing, and Eſtabliſhing of Religion: It is not Power, it is 
not Wit that can ſtill, ſubdue, and keep under, a Rebellious Ge- 
neration,, withouc che. Power of. the Word-in their Conſciences. 
They who fear not God, will not long beafraid, either to ſpeak 
evil of, or to oppoſe Principalities and Powers; Good: Men” will 
not be bad Subjecs, noe will bad Men be conſcientiouſly Good 
ones 3, Peſſimus quisque aſperrime Reforem. patitur,, was Saluſts Ob- 
ſervation- The-worlt of Men F of all others, with moſt Re- 
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ape and condu& Religion; to take care that-it be rightly Ordered, 


.The Subjects Duty. 


'Pugnanty adimit-a*Governour : The fear of God is the beſt foun- 
dation of -Obedienceto the Magiſtrate. ' © RS: 

"To this purpoſe; remarkable is'the Order preſcribed by the Apo- 
"Nile ,* Fear Grd, ©] Honour the King, 1 Pet. 2. 17, The like we 
: may obſerve in Solomon, Prov. 24 2 Io My Son, fear thou the Lord, 


and the" King, -' Men. may 'from a principal of Policy, forbear to 
oppole the Migiftrate-a9'n danger; but only from a principle of 
Conſcience, can they abhor it as a'ftn: What'a force* have theſe 


-wordsn a Religious Ear, 'Snbmit to every Ordinance of 'Man, for 


the Lords fake ? -* 
.. Whatfoever S:H-Intereſt, or Pride, or Luſt, may DiQate other- 


wiſe, the declaration of Gods Will to a truly pious Soul, is the 
end of all Strife .*' The diſcovery that ſuch or ſuch a courſe; hath 
fin '#gain{t God im (it, 'is enongh for 2 real Chriſtian. ' The threats 
'pfa thouſand'Gibbets, or ten thoufand Hells, will not be ſo diſ- 


ſwafive : "The higheſt Intereſt therefore it is of Governours, to 
Advance, Settle, and Eftabliſh Religion. 

Every Chriſiian, as a Chriſtian; by the rules of his own Reli- 
gion, is bound to- yield Sabjedtion and Obedience, to the Higher 


% 


Powers, For the better; Explaining of this, two things would 
 be-opened + FH SHUTTER Sint «2 $14) 


Firſt, Wherein they ſhould. Secondly. Wherefore they. ſhould. 
- Firſt, Wherein they ſhould ; Every Chriſtian is bound to' take 


/ heed to the Mouth of the King in all things, ſo far forth as he hath 


Power to Command. The Civil Magiſtrate 15 the Father of 'our 
Bodys after 'a fort, #nd'ſo'of a} our ontward: Man. ' Hence two 
Grounds of great mornent muſt be:concluded, ; | 
That every Chriftian' ought to Obey all pofitble Commands of 
his Superiours, which are not againſt the Law of Nature, -or the 
'Law of God : The People anſwered Joſhra, All that thu Com- 


' "mandeſt we will do, whetberſoever thou ſendeſt us we will go; only 


the Lord thy God be with thee, Joſhua 1. 16, 17. So far as God is 
-with-our Prince, and his. Commands are no prejudice to the Su- 
þreme Ordinances of God '{o'far every one cf his Subjes does 


| certainty owe him Obedience. That the Chief Magiſtrate hath 


this Power, in Civil Aﬀairs, is indiſputable. The great Queſii- 
on is, Whether or no in Church Afﬀatrs, he hath a Supreme Au- 


7 thority * I anfwer, Such a Power muſt be granted him; which I 


prove by thefe Reaſons. 9 - 


The care of Religion'muſt needs belong to the-Supreme Magi- 


ſtrate, becauſe Religion 15 the great fnſtrament. of Political Hap- 
pineſs. And unleſs the Supreme Power, hath a Power, to man- 
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thoſe, whoſe Office it is to preſerve them. | 


becauſe without it,he cannot in many calcs Govern his People, For 


firſt ſerled Religion. Rightly judging, that nothing was more 
 Powerfal, either to lead a People 'on Gently, or to drive them on 


| Glory of his Father, and the good of his Ele&: Now ic is cer- 


. Earth; For by Me Kings Reign, ſaith the Wiſdom of God. And - 


Jfael 5 What reaſon can there be, to deny this Power to belong to 


this Power 3 and therefore that Chiiſt would call Chriſtian Priuces - 


The Subjects Duty — 


the Supreme Power hath not ſufficient, to defend ic ſelf ; Becauſe 
the experience of Mankind; and natural Reaſon teacheth us, that 
nothing{'is ſo. great a Security, or a Ruine to a, State as the well or 
ill Adminiſtration of Religion. And if:Religion be the greatelt 
preſeryer of Kingdoms, it ought to be Governed by the Hands of 


The Guidance of Religion, is nec.ſſiry to the Supreme Power, Reafe 2. 


beſides, that Religion is the greateſt Band of Laws, and Conſci- 
ence . the greateſt Endearment of Obedience, and a Security for 
Princes, in Cloſſets and Retirments, and their beſt Guard againſi 
Treaſons : It is alſo that, by. which. the Common People can be 
carried on, to any great, or good, or evil Delign. And there- - 
fore Livy obſerves of Numa, that to Eſtabliſh his Govergmene, he 


Furiouſly, than to Imprint in them the ſear of a God. 


/ 


Chriſt in Heaven. as King, Reigns over all the World, fos the Ref. J | 


tain, that Chriſt hath made Deputies of this his Kingdom ; for all 
Power being given to him, as the Great King) there can- be no I 
juſt Government on Earth, but what he Appoints. The Govern- ; 
ment is upon his Shoulders, and all the Earth is his Inhericance, 
and therefore from him all Juſt Government is derived. Now as 
it. is manifeft; that Chriſt is the Fountain of all Kingly Power, ſo 
it is manifeſt that all this Power is Delegated to the Kings of the 


it is one of his:moſt Gracious Appellativs* that He is Prince of y 
the Kings of the Earth. . Hence that of Athanaſius, 4+ Chriſt ta- TAehan . 
king bis Throne, bath Tranſlated and Given i to boly Chriſtian Kings, IN 'Y 
#0 returu' them back to the Houſe of Jacob. Now if Chriſt by his | 
Kingly-Power, Governs his Charch, and Chriſtian Kings are his 
Deputies 'then are they alſo the Supreme under Chrilt, of che 
whole: Government of the Church. | q 

If David ordered the Courſes of the Levites, with the Solem= Ref, 4, * 
nitic#of the Publick Worſhip of God in his time 3: if Solomon put : 
Abiathar from the Prieſthood 3 if. Fehbu , Hezekiab, and Foſiab, 
reforin'd Religion, pulled down Alars, burnt Groves, deltroyed 
the Worſhippers of Baal, and reduced the Religion of. the God of 


Chriſtian Princes * - © - | | 
'It was the ſenſe of Antiquity; that all Chriſtian Princes had Regf: $-- | 
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© $164. Hifp. in to an account for Souls. Thus TIſidore Hiſpalenfis , *. Tet the 


© BSr, Berry. 


A ' ft 7 


| Fevr. cap. 51» Princes of the World know, that they mnſt give an account 29 God, 
þ| * for the Churches which they have received from Chriſt, into their Pro- 


zeQion. - Ever (ince the Emperours became Chriftians, the Aﬀairs 


"of the Church depended on them, as Socrates teſtifieth. 


By theſe Reaſons it is evident, that the Supreme MagiRrate 
bath a Supreme Power in Church Afﬀairs. | 

Another Queſtion there is depending upon the former, name- 
ly, Whether or 'no, Chriſtian Princes ( granting them Authority 
in Church Afﬀairs ) are not fo tied up to the Laws of Chriſt, in 
the Governing of his Church, that they have no Power to make 
Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 'and Conſitutions of their own ? I anfwer, 
Certainly they have ſuch a Power 3 concerning which I thus con- 


' ceive. Eccleſiaſtical Laws are of two forts: oe | 
Firſt, Such as preſcribe the Matter of the true Worſhip of God, 


with the whole ſubſtance of Church-Government 3 which are all 
the Laws'of Chriſt made to their hands. 

Secondly, Other Ecclefiaſtical Laws, that remain for the Su- 
preme Powers to make, which are likewiſe of two forts. 

1. Edits, for Authoriſing and Commanding the execution of 
the former Laws, for the Building and Repairing of the Church, 


that it may be a lovely Spouſe of Chriſt. In whith ſenſe, I rake 
thoſe words of the Reverend /fidore of Sevil , The Kingdom of 


Heaven doth many times receive Beauty, and Increaſe, from Earthly 
Kingdoms , in nothing more, than by tbe Regulating, and well Or- 
dering of Gods Publick Worſhip, according to tbe Laws of Chriſt, 

2: Such Conſiitutions as are Circumltantial, and in things meer- 
ly indifferent which may vary, according to the. variableneſs of 
Times, and Difpoſitions of Churches : And here the Magiſtrate 


hath Power to make Church-Laws of his own, ſo as the Rule of © 


the Word be not Tranſgreſſed concerning things indifferent. St, 
Bernard deſcribes this Power of the Prince, thus; Some things are 
Purely, Good, aud ſome purely Evil, in theſe no Obedience is due unto 
Mem ; for as much as the former is not to. be Omitted, although they 
ſhould be Forbidden; mor the latter committed, altbough th: y ſhould 
be Commanded. . But between theſe, there are certain middle 
things, which in reſpe& of the Manuer, Place, Time, or Perſon, 
may be both good and evil. In theſe the Law of ;Obedience takes 


_Place.. In wings of this kind, we muſt not prefer our own Minds, 
a 


before the Pleaſure of our Maſters. In the performing of both 
theſe Laws, Kings and Queens are called Nurſing: Fathers, and 
Nutling-Mothers to the Church. | 
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— The Subjects Duty. 


are of Power to do what they liſt, although not ever, Lawfally, 
in the regard of the Laws of God and Nature, .yet fafcly, in te- 
{red of their Subjects 3 who may not violently refit their Perſons, 
or oppoſe their Proceedings ; For_who ſhall ſay unto a King, what 
doeft thou ? In this regard they may, and ſometimes do Command 
unlawful things, and Infli&'grievous and heavy Burthens \unjuſt- 
ly ;* Whether muſt Subic&ion be yielded. to fach, or no? 1 an- 

Whatſoever is Commanded by thoſe whom Gad hath ſect over 
as, either in Church, Common- wealth, or Family, which is not 
evidently contrary. to the Law, and Will of God, ought to be of 
us, received-and Obeyed no otherwiſe, than as if God himſelf 
had Commanded itz becauſe God' himſelf hath Commanded us 
to Obey the 'Higher Powers, and to Submit our f:lves to their 


Ordinances, - Say it be not well done of them to Command it 3 - 


"MY SS ; F FM 
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\ For reſolying of the former Point, namely, That (ering Kings Ground, 2. 


Whar is that to thee ? ( faith * St. Bernard ) Let them look, to that * St. Bern, 
whoin it concerns > do thou do what is thine own part faithfully, and Epiſt. 7. _ 


- aever trouble thy lf furtber. For as the Father well notes, Gods 
c 


Viceger:nts muſt be heard and Obey'd in all things, which are not 
minifeſtly contrary to the revealed Will of God. I anſwer again, 
It is never lawful to Reſiſt, or to uſe any Violence againſt a lawful 
Magiſtrate, for this were to riſe up in Arms againſt the Ordi- 
nance of God, and conſequently to. fight againſt God himſelf. 
This the Apoſtle exprefly affirms, He that refiſts, refiſts the Ordi- 
nance of God: He doth not ſay, he that doth not Obey, is dif 
obedient to God for that's not always true, ſometimes 1t is ne= 
ceſſary not to Obey. ' 72 

As it happened to the Captive Fews under Nebuchadoxozar, and 
to the Apoltles under their Princes ; they could not Obey God and 
them too-: And then the Caſe js clear. But they who could not 
Obey, could Die, could go into the Fire, could ſuffer Scourgings, 
and Impriſonments. This was their & wy, their great San» 


' uary 3 they Obeyed where they could, where they could not, 


they would be fure to lie down under the burden, which they could 
not carry : For though in ſome Caſes, it be lawful not to Obey, 
et in all Caſes it is neceſſary not to-Reliſt 3. wherein we can, that, 
15 with fafe Conſciences, we muſt Obey, wherein we cannot, we 
muſt ſubmit to the Power, | 
The Pra&tice of the Primitive Saints, may further confirm us 
in this great truth : For it from the plain words of Scripture, we 
deſcend to the DoQrine and Practice of the Church of God, we 


ſhall cyer find that the Ancient Chriſtians, when they were moſt 


, 


 belled againſt Septim: 


of all, Tempted and Perſecuted, when they: were deſpightfully 


uſed; ſpoyled of their Goods, Tormented , Tortured', and. bar- * 


barouſly Murthered, yet ever held it unlawful ( though they had 
Power ſufficient) to. refit; This was generally acknowledged 


| and maintained, univerſally agreed upon, univerſally practiſed 


and taught, that let the Powers ſet over. us by God, be what, they 


_ will, we muſt Obey them where we can, where we cannot, we. 


muſt ſabmit, and never go about by Violence to right our ſelves. 
Tertullian boaſted with Conhdence, that when Piſſennius Ni- 
ger, in Syria, and Claudius Albinus, in France and. Brittany, re- 
Severus, (a bloody and cruel Emperour ) 
and pretended Piety, and the Publick Good yet none of the Chri- 
Rians joyned with cither. The Theban Legion, in the, cighteenth 
ar' of Dioclefian, ſuffered themſelves to be Cut in pieces, fix 


thouſand fix hundred ſixty [ix in number, by Maximianus the Em- / 


perour : No Man in that great advantage of Number, and Pro- 
vocation, lifting up his hands, except in Prayers they laid down 


| their. Weapons, Prayed, and Died in- order. When Julian was 
' Empexour, an'Apoſtate from his Religion, a great .Perſecutor of 


the Chriſtians, and who by his: Cruclty, brouzht the Common- 
wealth it ſelf in danger, though his Army did moſily confift of 
Chriſtians,. yet they had Arms for him, but none againſt him : 
The particulars are many, which. to this purpoſe, might be 
brought from Antiquity, but I forbear. Proceed we now to 
' The ſecond thing\in the ſecond Obſervation, Wherefore Chri- 
ſtians muſt be Subje& and Obedient to the Powers (et over them 


by God? The Reaſons wherefore, are fully and plainly {cs down 


by St. Pazl, and by St. Peter. By St. Paul, Rom. 13. AS -— 

* Every Soul muſt be ſubjet to the Higher Powers, becanſe there is 
110 Power but of God. The Powers that be, are Ordained, of God. God 
is the Author of all Juſt Power. We muſt, look. upon the” Ordi- 
nance of God, whatſoever the Perſons be, Commillion: they have 
from Him, how Heatheniſh,  Atheifſtical, or Superſtitious" ſoever 
they be. Let the Perſon of the Prince be never fo Accurſed, his 


Power is of God even Pilates Power was of God, by-vur Savi- _ 


ours own Teſtimony, though he Armed it againſt his Perſon ; 
and therefore opg /Bleſſed Redeciner ſubmitted [himſelf ro thar 
Power 3 even He could ſay, To me is given all Power -in Heaven, 


ind in Earth,” "Tt15 not' our fears, nor ous jealoulics for the Fu- 
ture '({uppoling them neyex {o well grounded ) whether they 


reſpet the Sabjes Liberty, or the Proteſtant Religion, our ]Jew-- 
_ els, and juſtly*tooz_ and Fyet as made ule of, rhe prime Incentives of 
| ebell.0n ;I lay, therefore it is not cur Fears,, nog gur. 
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' Jealoufics, upon theſe or any other accounts, which will ever 
Excuſe us before God, for our negleQ. of the preſent duties of 

SubjeQion and Obedience, to Principalities and Powers: 

We muſt leave thoſe great things to that Providence which Go- 
verns the World, and look todo our own part, in &@trelation 
to that Authority which God hath ſet over us. p 

We muſt be Obedient, faith St. Paul, becauſe h: that reſiſteth Reafe 2. 
the Power, reſifteth the Ordiuance of God, oppoſeth God, - whoſe 

Miniſter the Prince 8. For (ceing it hath pleaſed the Almighty 

, to appoint ſuch Order amongſt Men, namely, that they 
ſhould be, Managed, \and Governed by the Magiltrates Authori- 

ty. He that refiftech the Magiſtrate, refiſtech the Ordinance of 
God ; oppoſeth violence to Gods Commilfion, Iren:us * adds * re. Lb. 5. 
this Reafon by way of Confirmation, By whoſe Commard they ©? 24- 
are born Men, by bis Command they are ordained Kings. - Of the | 
ſame mind was Tertulliax 4 after him, Thence is the Emperour, + Tertul. Apok, \ 
whence he was 8 Man, before be became an Emperour 3. thence hath cap. 30. "Os 
hi bis Authority, whence be bad bis Breath. EY 

"Fe muſt be ſubjet, ith St, Paul, becauſe God bath armed the Reaf. 3. 
Powers which he hath Ordained, with a Sword of Juſtice and Re- : 
venge. The Overturners and Oppolers of lawful Magiſtracy, 
have found their Calamitics to ariſe ſuddenly 3 Ax evil Man 
ſeeketh only Rebellion, therefore a cruel Meſſenger ſhall be ſent againſt 
him, Prov. 17.11. It hath been obſerved by ſome, that moſt, 
if not all thoſe whom the Scripture mentions, as Oppugners of 
Magpiſtracy, have been Puniſhed by violent Deaths; God not 
vouchſafing ſo much as a Reprieval to a Death-bed ; As Corab 
and his company , Athaliah, Abſolon, Foab, Sheba, Adonijab, 
with many others, may prove» Although therefore the Power 
of Rulers have Terrour init, yet we muſt not hate them as hate- 
ful Perſons, of oppoſe Violence to Violence, as againſt Thieves: 
or Wild-Beaſts 3 for they are by Gods Appointment, a Ter- 
rour, but only to evi Men, and for the Good, and ProteQion. 
of good Men : Which leads me to the fourth Reaſon. 

We muſt be ſubjet; faith St. Paul, becauſe it is for our Good, Reafe 4+ 
that we ſubmit unto the Magiſtrate. 'He is Gods Miniſter for 
Good,” that is for the Publick' Good, under which thine is com- 
prehended. This is. the” moſt conliderable part of the Magi- 
ſtrates Office, and for which we are to account our ſelves hap» 
py in him, that God hath ſet him over us, to Sccure and De- 
fend us, to help us to a peaceable Poſlcfſion of all Gods other Be- 
nefits 3 whichare alt nothing to us, -it 'we may not enjoy thrm © 
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 thetefore A#ſchylus, 'Tightly,terms Obegience, th.lawh 
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peaceably. He is el : Miniſter of God for thy Good, to. defend 


* & 


3 thee from a thouſand evils 3 frem Robbers and Spoilers, from 
-himthat would defile Wife afid Daughter, to.ſettle, every Man 
- nnder his own Vine, and under his own Fig-Tree, that with 
"good Hearts and chearfulneſs, we may” ſerve our, 
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ey, the Morhes of Felicity. Aid, Phila the Few\,ths beſt and; moſt 


' profitable thing ib our whole Life, Hence was it, that God com- 


manded the Fews,Fer.29.7. to ſeek the peace of the City, whether 
he had cauſed them to. be carried away Captive 3 and to pray un- 
to him for it,becauſe in the Peace thexeof,they thould have Peace. 
Upon this account, Plutarch in the Life of. Themiſtocles, {peak- 


ing of a King, terms him the Living Image of that God, who 
preferveth all things. . ?Tis for the Subjects good, that Princes 
are (et over them 3 and generally it is their own fault, if there 
be any thing formidable in theme. wy = A 
Ie muſt be ſubjef, Gaith St. Paul, becauſe it is neceſſary, The 
neceſſity being apparent, from. the. Nature of the thing,. and 
the Command of God : And therefoxe, ſaith; Sexeos, +, Natura 


- commenta eft Regem:* Nature her ſ{clf, at firſt found out a King. 


What would Nations be without Government? But ſo many 
Dens of Wild-Beaſts. A lively repreſentation of this, we have 
from the old Perfianr, who. for five days together, after. the de- 
ceaſe of their Ring, perebieted te People © frye Lavicls thac 
after the experience of the Slaughters,, Rapines,  .Robberics, 
and other Outrages committed in that ſhort Taterval, they might 
farn to hold their Kings in more high eſteem. To this purpoſe 
amongſt the Hebrews, that of  Robbi Hananiah (one of the 
chief Prieſts) is much remembred : Pray for. the Peace. of the 
Kingdom, for if it were not for fear of, Authority, every one mould 


ſwallow dows quick, his Neighboxr- © Alike is the ſaying of the 


Heathen Orator, * Without Government, neitber Houſe, nor City, 
or Nation, nor Mankind, n'r Nature, nar the World it felf could 
ſabfift. Tf the Magiſtrate were not a God to Man, Man would 
ſoon prove a Devil to Man 3 violent and bloody Men, fear not 


"Hell fo much as an Halter. And thoygh the fear of: the Magi- 


ſtrate ſaves not their Souls, yet many time, bath it ſaved 
lives. PEO a OT WS 2 17s pc 
We muſt be (ubjeft, faith St. Panl, becauſe God bath bound our 
Conſciences to it» Our Obedience is due, not only for fear of 
Puniſhment fromthe Magiſtrate, for.it is poſſible for a cunning, 
proſperous Offender, or Rebel,, to avoid that, butin .Qbedience 

ml wr: huge t et ate barre he Wit ns 


our 


to the Conſtitution of God:; Wt myſt needs briſubjie; no - 

for Wrath, bot For Conſcience: ber pes hes. tay Ng 

of, the, Perycrſencls of! fome imtheſe days :- When the Apoiile 

commands:them tb Obey for: Conſcience ſake, they can Difobey, 

| and that for Conſcience fake too. | He chargeth chemi'upon 

[5 their Conſciences to be Subje, and they pretend their Conſcis 
enees to-free them from Subjection. But we have by woful ex- 
perience leatned, what kind of Men theſe are, who pretend Con- 
tcience, : for their not Obeying the lawful Commands of their Su- 
periours:; The tenderneſs of their Conſciences' hath nothindred 
many-of them from an open Traiterous carriage, and Rebellious 
oppoſing the Power ordained of God. Grotizs upon my Text, 

- giving the Reaſon why St. Paul (o ltrialy enjoyned Titus, to re- 
mind all the Chriſtians nnder his Juriſdiction, Of their Subje&i- 
64; and Obedience, to. Principalities and Powers, 'tells us ; Valde 
ioltiogs ſemper fuit Creta : The Ifland of ('rete was ever very 
Seditious,. | TEN 


', ——— Mutato nomine, de te, 
| (Anglia) narratur.— — 
England .in her Rebellions hitherto, hath-not, and it is to be fear- 
ed for the future, 1s not like to come ſhort of Crete. "Re 
k We muſt be ſubje&, ſaith St. Paul, becauſe whoſoever doth not Reaſ. 7, 
, Obey where be may lawfully, and whoſoever doth in any caſe refift, 
| ſhall receive Damnation to bimſelf, both here and hereafter. | Here, ; 
upon the ſtock of Fear, for what the Magiſtrate can do tohimz . +»; 
hereafter, upon.the account of Conſcience, as he muſt anſwer it Y 
to God : For both for Fear, and for Conſcience, we muſt Obey; 
in good things and lawful, and we muſt not refiſt any : Whoſo- 
ever doth, though he may eſcape the hands of Men, yet he ſhall 
ſurely partake of that Puniſhment, which belongs'to ſo Sacrilis 
gious a Contumacy z- the Wrath and Judgment of God apper- 
tains to him. This is the ſubſtance of St. Pauls' Diſcourſe, 
| Rom. 13. © | | n & 
The Reaſons which St. Peter gives, wherefore we muſt be 
| Subje4 and Obedient to Sovercign Princes, are in brief thele : 
You :may. find them in 1'Pet.'2. 13, &c- Submit your ſelves to 
every Ordinanc of Man for the Lords ſz#k# 3*that'is upon his Com- 
mand, and for his Honour. © Theſe Ordinances being Gods-Or- 
dinances, ordained by Him, ſubmit therefore to them,” for' his 
Miniſters they. are : Submit, far this is the Will of God: Sub- 
m 2 


mit, 


mit, for this is we [-daivg : Submit, for by ſo doing. you ſhall pit 
to ſilence the Ignorance of. fooliſh Men. 


. -Why fooliſh? Becauſe there 'canrot be imagined a greiter Fol 


ly, than to charge the Profeſſion of it, : or the Doctrine of Chri- 
ſtianity (which utterly condemneth theſe diſorders) with the con- 
trary praQtice of the Profefiors : Meaning, that lince the Enemies 
of Chriſt are apt to ſpeak evil of you,” glad would they-be if they 
had a juſt occafion to accuſe:you,. for not being Obedicne to Go- 
vernment- And ſome 'there are amongſt: you, 'who' are-God 
knows very.ignorant, ,and therefore/foolithly pretend thelibercy 
and priviledges of Saints, againſt the intereſt 'of Obedience. 
The mouths of theſe Men mult be ſtopped, and you muſt ſub- 
wit to Kings and:their Deputies, \that you may:;pleaſe God; 'and 
confute:the Adverſarics. This is the ſum of St. Perers Reaſons, 

If any yet remain unſatisfied;' or defire ſtronger, or greater 
Reaſons, for their 'Subjecion and - Obedience 'to.' Sovereign 
Princes, than theſe brought by the two chief of the. Apoliles. 
It is not becauſe they are not perſwaded of the true Ground, 
and neceſſity of Obedience 3 but becauſe LuR, or Pride of Heart, 
or ſome ſuppoſed worldly Intercft, ſets them on to oppoſe Go- 
vernment and Governours. For my own part, I think it vain 
to.add' more Reaſons of my own, after theſe Didtated> by-the 
Spirit of God 3 and a greater foliy it would be in me, to 'ima- 
gine; that where theſe prevail not,” mine ſhould. What I have 
turther to ſay at preſent upon this Suvjedt, thall be by a few ap- 
plieptoryLaftreares., nn 30 NN it inal 20nyys ee 
- ;Fhatyqu readily and wiling}y be ſubjedt to, and obey what- 


ſpeyer; thall be. law:ully.enjoyncd you; by the. Suprame: Autho- | 


rity'of this Nation, 'avd by. thote that are in Authority under 
him,z not ouly out of Fear for what the Authority can do to 
you, but for Conſcience ſake; Forbe ye well, aſſured, let your 
pretences to the contrary, be what: they can be, !(- ſuppoſing the 
Injunctions lawful ). it. you do otherwiſe,; your tin aguintt an 
Ordinance of God, becauſe the Powers (et aver youare of God: 


It is true, Government is an Ordinance of Man, in regard-of = 


the Subject, it being born by Man 3 in regard:of - the Obje&, it 
being empleyed about Men 5. in regard of the:End alſo, it be- 


ing tor. the good of Men; yet not in regard of «the Conſtitution | 


ox igycntion thereof, which is guly from Gods) 1 + 
.And-therefore Parewy (though no great Friend to Monarchy) 
upon thoſe words of the Apoſile, Submit your ſolves to every 


Ordinance of 'Man,. for.the. Lords ſake 3 whether it be 0 the King, 
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6, &-: Sa wo::Eranſlate'ithe:words;s: but -ncarce the! 


Original,;that Texc ma\-heiTranſlated; chus, Be ſabjedt + 166998 
roguery Humane Creature > The: \Greatupe (faith Parens )3 


uled in that. Texe, leads us. tothe conlideration' of God,' the. 
Prime Author of Magiltracy:3/ifor though Magiſtrates are ſaid”. 
to be Created, ; thats,  Ordained;,by Meng yet the firſt Creator., 
of. them, 15\ properly: Syd. alone 31 to. whom. all Creation doth 
Primarily appertain-: 30 clears che Divine Right of, Kings,c if 
we will, believe..a. Pexſon; who was no (ays: affected to' them, - 
not withſtanding, what hath been ſuggeſted tothe contrary by 
dilaffe&ed Perſons.- tiny 255 tA. RSS 

That you would: take ſpecial notice. of this Apoſtolical Pre- Jyfer. 2. 
cept, .how. it lays an InjuaGion, upon.all Miniſters, frequently: 


. to remind'their:People, of their Subjetion and, Qbedience, \to. 


P:incipalitics and Powers, - Aiduty-very -neccffary to be often 
urged upon, you, even as things now ſtand 3 for though it hath- 
pleaſed Almighty God, out of his, infinite Mercy and Goodneſs, 
contrary to our deſerts,and above our cxpeRations,after ſo many 
years: of wild ;DiftraGion, 'and-bloody Rebellion, to-ſettle this 
Nation, in ſome degree of. Peace and/Quietnefs 3 yet the Heart-. 
buraiogs, ' Diſſcations,. Animolities, ; Sets , Schiſmaticks , He-- 
reticks and Atheitts,, which inaumerably ſwarm amongſt as;. 
ready upon the firſt opportunity, to unite for the Ruine of both: 
Church and State, are too apparent. ' And therefore when'the 
Qverteers, of. Chriſts 'Flock, ſhath ippr fultilling of. their Mi-: 
riliry, /ofcen; urge this Duty, uparyobi That: they be-;not for' 
this, unworthily Calumniated by;you. as. 'Fime-ſexvers; Cryegs; 
up- of the .preſent Governmemt;; tor Gaiu,-Preferment,, or any 
ocher Worldly Intereſt; but rather that. they be highly Efteem- 
ed of you for it, as Men tearing. God, .and therefore Exhor- 
ting you to the fear of the Magiltratez as Perfons: labouring fag, 
your Good, watching far, your Souls, gs knowing they. muſt; 
give an Account, and therefore endeayouring,in the, diſcharge; 
of cheir Duty, fo to. work every gaod, Duty. in you, that. when: 
they (hall come to give up their Accounts, they may do it with 
Joy, and not with Grief, for that would. be unprofitable for 
On. 70 HY HEWS | p | F141 MO ICCa4 911 
p That you beware of ſuch , who oppoſe, or ilcight the-pre- Jafer. 3.* 
ſent, Eſtabliſhed Government, whether of Chuxch or'State, ,and.. 
ſide not ; with them bu, rather look upon themy.. as a Genera-, 
tion-of Men, that are the greateſt; Enemies to the Peace, Wel-. 
fare, and Happineſs of, this Nation : Becauſe if: Government: 
| be 


be 'necoffary;!chete is ir-necoſſaty' that? y-209 fore is) 
notbi RW orldirt eter Ta 6 i&wh Eads) 
thanxhe'refilting of» Governments! As __ weſt-8hſtrvey,! 
_ He' vhiz oppofeth bir Gineral, or Prints, oppoſetb/bis" obbii” Safety. 
If £5 _y. Con- Andicherctore * St/' Auguſtine allures 1s,” Tris a" Copenint, ther 
-It LATCH 3* all-:Men bave agreed. in,- 10 be Obedient to thiir Kings "though 
_ a they-be Cruel,” though they Se Unjuſtz' -and Unreaſortblei, 1Fithem 
bt'mbat'#Bey will. They are Superi6ur (of us,” WEhve nothing: 
todo; but forhething| fo ſuffery we'ate? to leave"it ty Goll to! 
remedy us; when He-Pptaſeth 3-till 'then,' we'mwſt” do as well 
a5 we can; St. Paul intimates this, in that Exhortation of his, 
« ln Time 24:1, 2. Texhort, that Prayers and Supplications be made 
for all "Men, for Kings, 'and all that are in 'Amthority, that we m 
lead  Dinkes Ind Peacenble liver, in all Godlineſs and* Honeſty. 
Plainly implyliigy that the'Security and' Peace of 'Societies; de-' 
pends upotithe Power and Anthority of Kings, -and of Perſons 
in Eminency and Truſt 'under them. And therefore without 
breach of Charity, we muy conſider our prefent Diſſenters, as 
Men weary'of the Authority,” becauſe weary of 'all 'the'Bleſlings 
and:Comforts of*Peace3: Who aredcfirous 'to throw down the 
Pithrs, *thit they may pull down'the''Bailding upon' their own' 
and others Heads :' The Happineſs and Safety 'of the 'Subjcdts 
depending upon the Authority, and Security of the Prince. 

- Many pretences they have for Exempting themſelves from 
Obedience 3 their chief oneis this; It takes away their Chri- 
ſtiah Liberty, whereas there isnot any thing further from Truth, 
than'that becauſe of Spiritzal Liberty, Chriſtians (ſhould be free 
ſxom civil Subje&tion 3 for as this Liberty ( let them manifeftmogn (ye 
it- as they pleaſe) exempts them not from Obedience to.the 
Commands of God 3 fo neither doth it exempt them from Obe- 
dience to the Magiſtrate, ordained of God. * Nay, ſo far are 
the lawfal Commands of Authority from oppoſing Chriſtian Li- 
berty; that they rather Advance it : For true Liberty ſtands in 
the chuſing of Good, and voting of Evil, and this is fur-' 
thered by the righteous Commands of our Supertours. 

Ina word, Men may pretend the Laws of the Realm, and 
the Conſtitutions of the Church, to be great obſtacles and hin-. 
; - drances to 'Holy Duties. -They cannot ſerve God, as hehath 

coftimandedithem 3 they cannot do their Souls that good;*nor ' 
edifie their Brethren, as their Conſciences ties then, and vther-" 
. wiſe they would, 'and could do. Thus, their erroneogs Con- 
ſciences may DiGate to them, but the truth 1s, as the Apoſtle 
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In the latter part of this Verſe, informs us : Subjeftion and Obe- 
dience to Principalities and Powers, are fo far from being a Let, 
Hindrance, or Obſtacle, to any real good Work, that the way 
to be ready to every good Work, ito. be ſubject to Principalities 
and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates. 

To conclude, my well Beloved, in our Lord and Saviour [e- 
ſus Chriſt, ſeeing we are compaſſed about with ſuch a Cloud of 
Witneſſes, from the Unerring Word of God, from the conſtant 
Practice of our Fore-Fathers in'the Faith, let us run with Pa- 
tience the Race that is ſet before us : Never let us grudg at that 
Authority,. which God himſelf hath put into the Hands of our 
Dread Soveraign 3 but readily and willingly && Obey all his law- 
ful Commands, duly confidering whoſe Authority he hath. 
And never may the Spirit of Sedition {fo far miſlead any of us, 
as to liſten to, or give heed to thoſe lying Vanities, which are 

c 


Broach'd and ſent Abrogd onypurpoſe,to tet this unhappy Iſland 
Ly Se} Civil Blood. Oh! never, never, 


once again, a floating | lood, 

may thoſe Seeds of Schiſm and Sedition, which are defignedly 
ſcattered and ſown, ( like the Tares. of the Evil one) to ſpoyl 
the Harveſt of your Peace and Plenty 3 find any kind entertain- 
ment, or take the leaſt rooting in your Hearts. But let us, re- 
membring always how many, and how. great Obligations we 
lie under, faithfully Sexve , Honour, and humbly Obey our 
King in God, and for God, according to-his bleſſed Word and 
Ordinance, throughJeſus Chriſt our Lord, who with the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Spirit, Liveth and Reigneth, ever one God, 
World without End, Amen. | 


Sol Deo Gloria. 
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